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ADULTS
Childcare is available in the nursery.
(1)  Parenting Group (Gathering Room)
Grandparents are welcome!  Issues and ideas raised by the group last spring will be included in discussion and reflection, to include:

-- understanding the Bible as parents, and using the Bible in the home; 

-- practices for nurturing children’s spiritual lives; and

-- guiding children into the joy of worship.

(2) Up For Discussion (Large Room, 2nd Floor)

A variety of topics and issues flow through this group as discussions relate to living one’s faith in a complicated world.  We begin with “How Much is Enough?” – using Bible and video.  “Enough” examines values and behaviors toward spending, wealth, discipline, giving, and personal commitment. There are five sessions: 1) Faith in the Midst of Financial Crisis; 2) When Dreams Become Nightmares; 3) Wisdom and Finance; 4) Cultivating Contentment; and 5) Defined by Generosity.
. . . . and Later This Year
· “The Heart of Christianity: Rediscovering a Life of Faith.”  
This series will provide an opportunity to examine faith.  Marcus Borg “sets out in cogent, compassionate, and imaginative terms the direction of the faith in difficult times.”  Borg provides a context for a continuing discussion about what it means to live a life of faith that is relational and transformational.

· The Four Sundays of Advent bring an opportunity for deepening our spiritual life together in this special season before Christmas.  

· Epiphany starts the New Year with an inter-generational gathering in Fellowship Hall.

· The second half of “The Heart of Christianity” continues until Lent.

· The Six Lenten Sundays offer an exploration into three scripture passages in the lectionary cycle.  Each passage will be explored in two part, in two weeks:    

1) a look at the scriptures and a chance to explore it together; and 2) explorations of the same passage as represented in various forms of art.  “Seeing the Word” will provide opportunity to welcome some familiar Bible stories into our lives in fresh ways.

· Post-Easter themes are being finalized.

· A Pentecost Party ends the education season in May.

[image: image2.png]



CHILDREN & YOUTH

We will follow the “We Believe” curriculum published by PC(USA). 
(1)  “WEE Believe” – ages 3 thru kindergarten.  Bible stories and songs will be taught by Mrs. Barbara Crum & Mrs. Lynne Hofferica in the lower level.
(2) “WE Believe” – 1st thru 3rd graders.  This class, held in the lower level, is led by Mr. Bob Davis, and explores Bible stories through reading, writing, arts and song.  Children of this age will begin to understand that the Bible story continues and they are part of the community and the story.
(3) “WE Believe Cyclones” – 4th thru 7th graders.  This group will meet in Debby’s 2nd floor office and examine Bible stories and their meaning.  Use of group discussion, art, reading, various media and community-building creates a class that is transitioning from hearing and understanding the Bible to living in response to the Bible.           Ms. Deborah Sweaney is the teacher.
(4) “WE Believe Teens” – teenagers.  This group will meet in the 2nd floor parlor and study the Presbyterian curriculum “Faithfully Asking Questions,” which is supplemented by a DVD series titled, “Nooma.”  These classes allow teens to question their faith, the faith of their church, and of their families.  Knowledge of what and why Presbyterians and reformed Christians have specific beliefs enables these students to articulate their own beliefs with friends, family, and themselves. Mr. Joe Shane and Mr. Matt Crum will lead this class.
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CHILDREN’S CHURCH

Kindergarten thru 3rd grade:  Children’s Church offers a time when our “older” children are able to learn about worshipping God. Following the anthem each Sunday, the children will be led to the children’s worship center in the lower level, where they will continue to worship with their own bulletins.  Included are:  a scripture reading, a responsive reading, a Bible story, praying, hymn-singing, passing of the peace, and a benediction. The goal is to prepare these children for worship with the larger community in the sanctuary.  Children in this age group are invited to Communion, thus there is no Children’s Church on Sundays when the Lord’s Supper is served.
Ages 2 thru pre-school:  These children can be excused from the sanctuary immediately following Children’s Time to go to the toddler play area in the lower level for supervised, free play time.  Following the sermon, a pre-school teacher will meet with them for a brief Bible story and a coloring or craft project.  Mrs. Barbara Crum will lead this portion of our toddlers’ church education. 
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CHILDREN’S CHOIR
Directors Ann and Betsy Bean welcome all kids ages 3 and up!  The Children’s Choir practices following Sunday worship.  Anthems are performed during worship periodically, as announced.  Come join in the fun!  The schedule for September & October is:  

    Practice:  Sep. 6, 13, 20 & 27; and Oct. 18

    Anthem:   Oct. 4 & 25

X-PRESS YOURSELF  

On September 20, from 2 to 4 PM, an “X-Press Yourself” youth event will be held at Camp Hebron, located off Route 225 near Halifax.  Meet at the church at 1 PM to carpool.  The cost is $5 for this rain-or-shine event. We will have access to the gym, and we’ve made arrangements for food preparation in the event of rain.  Activities include: games, hiking, paddle-boating, gym activities, card-making for prisoners, a doggie-roast, and worship.  Please sign up in Fellowship Hall.
Education Offerings

(and other FUN events!)
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“Education is more than what happens 
in the classroom – 

it is what happens whenever 
we are together!”
Debby Madden, Director, Education & Programs

